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ABSTRACT 

A study of a cemetery can reveal much about the 
lives of people of the past and can be used as a supplement to 
classroom experiences. Possible objectives of a field trip to a 
cemetery might be: <1) to develop an appreciation and awareness 

the cemetery as a supplement to the present curricula of art, 
language arts, history, mathematics, and others; (2) to develop a 
respect and appreciation for this particular resource that will 
result in proper care of, and behavior at, the cemetery; (3) to 
develop an understanding of men of past generations, their 
relationship to their environment, and their effects upon our present 
environment; (4) to motivate students to do further study on their 
own, apart from that done in school; and {5) to have students become 
aware of their own feelings while in this type of environment. In 
this study guide, samples of concepts, topics, 
been organized into subject matter categories: 
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THE CEMETERY: 



An Educational Resource - Outdoors 



-- Morley Lee 



INTRODUCTION 

The cemetery has many educational values for school children. It is 
a place very ’’sacred and dear iT to those who have lost friends or members of 
their family. It is important therefore * that students treat this environ- 
ment with respect and realize the significance of the cemetery as part of 
their culture. 

Nearly every community has an old cemetery of historic and educational 
value. A study of it can reveal much about the lives of people of the past 
and can be used as a supplement to many classroom experiences. History and 
sociology, especially are enriched thereby. 



PRE-PLANNING 

For optimum learning, classroom study should be closely correlated with 
the outdoor experience to give a natural transition. For example, a discussion 
about pioneer life in the area can develop an interest in doing outdoor research 
The students should help decide upon proper behavior while in the cemetery and 
will determine the purposes for going. Small group organization may work well, 
for investigation on the site. Each group can determine several questions that 
they would be interested in answering. However, permission should be sought 
from those responsible for the cemetery. 
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SOME POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES 



1. Tc develop an appreciation and awareness of the cemetery as a 
supplement to the present curricula of art, language arts, 
history, mathematics , and others. 

2. To develop a respect and appreciation for this particular 
resource that will result in proper care of and behavior at 
the cemetery. 

3. To develop an understanding of men of past generations, their 
relationship to their environment, and their affect upon our 
present environment. 

4. To motivate students to do further study on their own apart 
from that done in school. 

5. To have students become aware of their own feelings while in 
this type of environment. 



CEMETERIES ARE INTERDISCIPLINARY 

In the obsession to departmentalise learning,, man may overlook 
the advantages of studying some things in*. their entirety, tie may 
be guilty of studying only one subject area to the exclusion of 
others. He may overlook important relationships among subject: 
areas. Outdoors we find the whole of life before us, making it 
unnecessary to fragment learning into subject areas. We- can go 
to the cemetery ? s environment to discover interrelationships 
and enhance every area of the curricula. 

Tor the purpose of this study guide, the following samples 
of concepts, topics, and questions have been organized into subject 
matter categories! 



Mathematics 

1. Age at time of death. 

2. Oldest person 

3. Oldest grave 

4. ftest recent grave 

5. Tracing the family trees 

6. jftue rage age people buried in a given year or decade 

7. Geometric shapes of stones — 

spheres 

pyramids 

rectangles 

cylinders 

canes 

cubes 

combinations of the above 

8. Number of years since someone has been buried in the 
cemetery . 
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Language Arts 



1. Differences in written language 

2. Meanings of epitaphs - their significance, era of 
time in which they were used, Write some down, 
choose a favorite. (See following on epitaphs) 

3 . Names and naming of people - a reflection of the 
culture, religious beliefs, nationality 

4. General description of the cemetery study experience 

5. Articles for school or local newspaper regarding sig- 
nificance of the study 

6 . A story about one of the pioneers whose name appears 
on a stone 

7. Research one of the persons buried in the cemetery 

8. Significance of the name of the cemetery 

9. Number of tombstones with epitaphs on them 

10. Some feelings about the cemetery, the stones, those 
who died 

11. Attitude changes, if any because of the visit 



Epitaphs 



An epitaph generally means, an inscription or saying in memory of 
the dead. 

The following epitaphs demonstrate a variety of form and mood 
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For one. who would not be burled in Westminster Abbey: 

Heroes 7 and kings.* your distance keep: 

In peace let one poor poet sleep. 

Who never flattered folks like you: 

Let Horace blush, and Virgil too. 

— Alexander Pope> 1688-1744 

"John Gray’s epitaph upon himself is a satirical, even 
disillusioned, epigram...*’ 

My own epitaph: 

Life is a jest^ and all things show it. 

I thought so once; and now I know it. 

— John Gray, 1685-1732 1 



^Untarmeyer , Louis ^ .--and. Davids ony Carter Poetry : Its Appreciation and 
Enjoyment , New York, Hor court- , Brace, and Co. 1934, pp . 429-431. 
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